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The History Of  Flag Day 
The Fourth of July was traditionally celebrated as America's birthday, but the idea of an an-
nual day specifically celebrating the Flag is believed to have first originated in 1885. BJ Ci-
grand, a schoolteacher, arranged for the pupils in the Fredonia, Wisconsin Public School, 
District 6, to observe June 14 (the 108th anniversary of the official adoption of The Stars and 
Stripes) as 'Flag Birthday'. In numerous magazines and newspaper articles and public ad-
dresses over the following years, Cigrand continued to enthusiastically advocate the obser-
vance of June 14 as 'Flag Birthday', or 'Flag Day'.    On June 14, 1889, George Balch, a kin-
dergarten teacher in New York City, planned appropriate ceremonies for the children of his 
school, and his idea of observing Flag Day was later adopted by the State Board of Educa-
tion of New York. On June 14, 1891, the Betsy Ross House in Philadelphia held a Flag Day 
celebration, and on June 14 of the following year, the New York Society of the Sons of the 
Revolution, celebrated Flag Day.              
Following the suggestion of Colonel J Granville Leach (at the time historian of the Pennsyl-
vania Society of the Sons of the Revolution), the Pennsylvania Society of Colonial Dames of 
America on April 25, 1893 adopted a resolution requesting the mayor of Philadelphia and all 
others in authority and all private citizens to display the Flag on June 14th. Leach went on to 
recommend that thereafter the day be known as 'Flag Day', and on that day, school children 
be assembled for appropriate exercises, with each child being given a small Flag.       
Two weeks later on May 8th, the Board of Managers of the Pennsylvania Society of Sons of 
the Revolution unanimously endorsed the action of the Pennsylvania Society of Colonial 
Dames. As a result of the resolution, Dr. Edward Brooks, then Superintendent of Public 
Schools of Philadelphia, directed that Flag Day exercises be held on June 14, 1893 in Inde-
pendence Square. School children were assembled, each carrying a small Flag, and patriotic 
songs were sung and addresses delivered.  In 1894, the governor of New York directed that 
on June 14 the Flag be displayed on all public buildings. With BJ Cigrand and Leroy Van 
Horn as the moving spirits, the Illinois organization, known as the American Flag Day Asso-
ciation, was organized for the purpose of promoting the holding of Flag Day exercises. On 
June 14th, 1894, under the auspices of this association, the first general public school chil-
dren's celebration of Flag Day in Chicago was held in Douglas, Garfield, Humboldt, Lincoln, 
and Washington Parks, with more than 300,000 children participating.                 
Adults, too, participated in patriotic programs. Franklin K. Lane, Secretary of the Interior, 
delivered a 1914 Flag Day address in which he repeated words he said the flag had spoken to 
him that morning: "I am what you make me; nothing more. I swing before your eyes as a 
bright gleam of color, a symbol of yourself."                
Inspired by these three decades of state and local celebrations, Flag Day - the anniversary of 
the Flag Resolution of 1777 - was officially established by the Proclamation of President 
Woodrow Wilson on May 30th, 1916. While Flag Day was celebrated in various communi-
ties for years after Wilson's proclamation, it was not until August 3rd, 1949, that President 
Truman signed an Act of Congress designating June 14th of each year as National Flag Day.  
http://www.usflag.org/flag.day.html  
 

 

FLAG DAY 
JUNE 14, 2004 

REMEMBER TO FLY YOUR FLAG 

http://www.usflag.org/flag.day.html
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Flags That Fly 24 Hours A Day 
Historical Note: After the addition of the new House and Senate wings in the 1850s, even before the great 
dome was completed in 1863, photographs of the period show flags flying over each new wing and the cen-
tral east and west fronts.  The custom of flying the flags 24 hours a day over the east and west fronts was 
begun during World War 1. This was done in response to requests received from all over the country urging 
that the flag of the United States be flown continuously over the public buildings in Washington, DC.  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Presidential proclamations and laws since that time authorize the display of the flag 24 hours a day at the 
following places:  
Fort McHenry National Monument and Historic Shrine, Baltimore, Maryland (Presidential Proclama-
tion No.2795, July 2, 1948).  
Flag House Square, Albemarle and Pratt Streets, Baltimore Maryland (Public Law 83-319, approved 
March 26, 1954).             
United States Marine Corp Memorial (Iwo Jima), Arlington, Virginia (Presidential Proclamation 
No.3418, June 12, 1961).     
On the Green of the Town of Lexington, Massachusetts (Public Law 89-335, approved November 8, 
1965).                  
The White House, Washington, DC. (Presidential Proclamation No.4000, September 4.1970). Washington 
Monument, Washington, DC. (Presidential Proclamation No.4064, July 6,1971, effective July 4, 1971). 
Fifty flags of the United States are displayed at the Washington Monument continuously.         
United States Customs Ports of Entry which are continually open (Presidential Proclamation No.4131, 
May 5, 1972).          
Grounds of the National Memorial Arch in Valley Forge State Park, Valley Forge, Pennsylvania 
(Public Law 94-53, approved July 4, 1975).  

Did you Know?  
 
There is a very special ceremony for retiring the flag by burning it.  It is a ceremony everyone should see.  
Your local Boy Scout group knows the proper ceremony and performs it on a regular basis. If you have an 
old flag, give it to them. And, attend the ceremony.  
The Dallas-Ft. Worth National Cemetery will also dispose of flags that have been retired.  The phone num-
ber is  214-467-3372. 
When your flag is old and has seen better days, it is time to retire it. Old flags should be burned or buried. 
Please do not throw it in the trash. 
 

If you like to study flags, then you are a Vexillologist! 
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Defense Superior Service Medal 

(All Services) 

Awarded by the secretary of defense for superior meritorious service while in a 
position of significant responsibility while assigned to a joint activity. 

Established in 1976, the DSSM is awarded by the Secretary of Defense to mili-
tary officers who perform superior meritorious service while in a position of sig-
nificant responsibility with the Secretary of Defense, The Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
special or outstanding command in a Defense Agency, or while assigned to a 
joint activity.   The services rendered will be similar to those required for the 

award of the Legion of Merit. 

 

A Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster is worn for each subsequent award. 
   A Gold Star is worn for each subsequent award to CG members.  

  A Silver Oak Leaf Cluster is worn in lieu of 5 Bronze OLCs.  
     A Silver Star is worn in lieu of 5 Gold. 

 

  

  

  

 

History of Military Medals 
Service medals awarded by the U.S. Army and Navy for participation in specific campaigns include the 
Civil War Campaign Medal and the Victory Medal for service in World War I or World War II. The U.S. 
Army confers the Distinguished Service Cross (1918) on those displaying exceptional heroism and the    
Order of the Purple Heart instituted by George Washington in 1782, on soldiers wounded or killed in ac-
tion.  U.S. Air Force medals include the Distinguished Flying Cross (1926), awarded to those who exhibit 
extraordinary heroism or achievement in aerial flight. U.S. Navy and Marine medals include the Distin-
guished Service Medal (1919); the Navy Cross (1919), awarded for heroism in combat; and the Navy and 
Marine Corps Medal (1942), the award given for heroism in non-combat situations.               
The highest military award bestowed by the U.S. is the Medal of Honor (1861), which is granted  to those 
who have risked their lives above and beyond the call of duty. The Good Conduct Medal is given for exem-
plary behavior to all enlisted members of the armed forces who complete terms of active duty.               
Other military medals are given for specific outstanding performance, for example, excellence in marks-
manship. Ribbons are often attached to medals, and stars and other devices are added to indicate particulars 
such as the campaigns in which the wearer participated. Ribbons are sometimes worn alone as substitutes 
for medals.  
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VA Announces Changes for Texas  
Health Care Facilities 

WASHINGTON – Creating 11 community clinics, 
evaluating the most appropriate means to care for 
veterans now treated at Waco and transferring 
acute care services from Kerrville to San Antonio 
are part of a comprehensive plan by the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs (VA) to modernize its 
nationwide system of health care facilities. 
The plan also calls for a study to examine closing 
the Big Spring facility and transferring inpatient 
services to a new facility in the Odessa Midlands 
area and renovating the Dallas medical center. 
"These changes will provide greater access to care 
for veterans," said VA Secretary Anthony J. Prin-
cipi. "By strengthening our network of outpatient 
clinics, we will bring a greater quality of care 
closer to where most of Texas’ veterans live."  
About 366,000 of Texas’ 1,700,000 veterans were 
treated last year in VA's health care facilities, up 
from 281,000 in 2000.  In 2003, VA spent $4.8 
billion in Texas, an increase from $3.7 billion three 
years before.                
Secretary Principi noted that about 80 percent of 
the health care provided nationwide by VA is out-
patient care.  He said the plan would allow the de-
partment to provide more of the outpatient care 
veterans want and use, while building upon VA's 
expertise in providing highly specialized inpatient 
care.                 
The changes are part of a comprehensive plan 
called CARES, short for "Capital Asset Realign-
ment for Enhanced Services." The secretary's CA-
RES report can be viewed in its entirety on VA's 
Web site at http://www.va.gov/CARES.           
Principi's announcement includes the following 
enhancements for health care affecting veterans in 
Texas:               
 1.  Open 11 new community outpatient clinics in 
northeast Bexar, Conroe two clinics in the Galves-
ton area, Katy, Lake Jackson, Plano, Richmond, 
Tomball, Brooks Air Force Base and East El Paso; 
2.  Evaluate the most appropriate means and site 

for providing care for the veterans now treated at 
the Waco campus, to include the potential benefits 
of collocating inpatient psychiatric care with other 
acute inpatient care in Temple and expanding ser-
vices to Austin-area veterans.  The study will also 
include an analysis of moving the Veterans Bene-
fits Administration Regional Office onto the Waco 
campus and identify options for divesting or leas-
ing a significant portion of the underused property 
to generate savings for veterans' health care; 
3.  Renovate the San Antonio VA Medical Center 
to expand acute inpatient services; 
4.  Transfer acute care services at the Kerrville to 
San Antonio when renovations have been com-
pleted at the San Antonio facility.  Nursing home 
and outpatient services will remain at Kerrville.  
During the transition, VA will maintain inpatient 
services to Kerrville area veterans or provide care 
through contracts with community health care pro-
viders; 
5.  Study the possibility of closing the Big Spring 
facility and transferring inpatient services to a new 
facility in the Odessa Midland area; 
6.  Expand the Dallas medical center’s in-house 
services through construction and renovation; 
7.  Improve access to inpatient care for veterans by 
contracting for care in Harlingen and Corpus 
Christi; 
8.  Improve access to inpatient care for Austin area 
veterans by leasing  or contacting for care and 
seeking an affiliation with the University of Texas 
Health Science Center; and 
9.  Move the Brownsville outpatient clinic to Har-
lingen.                
CARES is a plan to modernize and improve VA's 
health care system.  Among the elements of the 
Secretary’s CARES decision are more than 150 
new community based outpatient clinics, potential 
creation of four new - and expansion of five exist-
ing - spinal cord injury centers, two new blind re-
habilitation centers, and expansions throughout 
VA’s health care system that will enhance veter-
ans’ access to VA care.  (continued on page 6) 

http://www.va.gov/CARES
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D-Day 60th Anniversary 
June 6, 1944 
June 6, 2004 

 
The invasion of France on June 6, 1944 was a triumph of intelligence, coordination, 

secrecy, and planning. The bold attack was also a tremendous risk. Ultimately it succeeded because of individual 
soldiers' bravery in combat. 
The Meaning of the "D" 
Ever since June 6, 1944, people have been asking what the "D" in "D-Day" means. Does it stand for "decision?" The 
day that 150,000 Allied soldiers landed on the shores of Normandy was certainly decisive. And with ships, landing 
craft and planes leaving port by the tens of thousands for a hostile shore, it is no wonder that some would call it 
"disembarkation" or "departed." 
There is not much agreement on the issue. But the most ordinary and likely of explanations is the one offered by the 
U.S. Army in their published manuals. The Army began using the codes "H-hour" and "D-day" during World War I 
to indicate the time or date of an operation's start. Military planners would write of events planned to occur on "H-
hour" or "D-day" -- long before the actual dates and times of the operations would be known, or in order to keep 
plans secret. And so the "D" may simply refer to the "day" of invasion. 
D-Day's Impressive Numbers 
An invading army had not crossed the unpredictable, dangerous English Channel since 1688 -- and once the massive 
force set out, there was no turning back. The 5000-vessel armada stretched as far as the eye could see, transporting 
over 150,000 men and nearly 30,000 vehicles across the channel to the French beaches. Six parachute regiments -- 
over 13,000 men -- were flown from nine British airfields in over 800 planes. More than 300 planes dropped 13,000 
bombs over coastal Normandy immediately in advance of the invasion. 
War planners had projected that 5,000 tons of gasoline would be needed daily for the first 20 days after the initial 
assault. In one planning scenario, 3,489 long tons of soap would be required for the first four months in France. 
By nightfall on June 6, more than 9,000 Allied soldiers were dead or wounded, but more than 100,000 had made it 
ashore, securing French coastal villages. And within weeks, supplies were being unloaded at UTAH and OMAHA 
beachheads at the rate of over 20,000 tons per day. 
Captured Germans were sent to American prisoner of war camps at the rate of 30,000 POWs per month from D-Day 
until Christmas 1944. Thirty-three detention facilities were in Texas alone. 
Tuning in to D-Day 
In the pre-television era, Americans got their breaking news from their radios. London-based American journalist 
George Hicks made history with his radio broadcast from the deck of the U.S.S. Ancon at the start of the D-Day in-
vasion. "...You see the ships lying in all directions, just like black shadows on the grey sky," he described to his lis-
teners. "...Now planes are going overhead... Heavy fire now just behind us... bombs bursting on the shore and along 
in the convoys." His report, including the sounds of heavy bombardment, sirens, low-flying planes, and shouting, 
brought Americans to the front line, with all its chaos, confusion, excitement, and death. 

An American Noah 
Louisiana entrepreneur Andrew Jackson Higgins first designed shallow-draft 
boats in the late 1920s to rescue Mississippi River flood victims. Higgins tried 
for years to sell his boats to the U.S. military, but he was rejected repeatedly. At 
last, the Marine Corps selected the flat-bottomed landing craft for troop landings 
on Pacific beaches. Higgins, who had paid heavily out-of-pocket to promote his 
boats, finally landed the government contract -- and his factories produced 
20,000 of the versatile craft for the war effort -- including D-Day. 
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306 N. Loop 288, Suite 146 
Denton, TX  76209 
Monday through Friday 
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If  you ♥ your freedom 
Thank a veteran  

We’re on the WEB at 

www.dentoncounty.com 

VA Announces Changes for Texas  Health Care Facilities 
In July 1999, a General Accounting Office study found that VA was diverting a 
million dollars a day – or $3.6 billion during a decade – from veterans' health 
care to maintenance on unneeded or unused facilities.   
At the 900,000-square-foot Waco facility, approximately 300,000 square feet is 
vacant and the 362,000-square-foot Kerrville facility has approximately 4,000 
square feet of unused space.  The average age of VA's 4,900 buildings is more 
than 50 years, and the need to reduce vacant space and unneeded buildings has 
been the focus of several reports by the General Accounting Office.   
This approach to facility's management means the dollars once wasted on old 
and vacant buildings can be used to enhance services in the communities where 
health care is provided. 
"CARES modernizes VA’s 74-year old health care system," said Principi. "I 
want to emphasize that no veteran will lose health care as a result of CARES, 
nor will there be any gaps in their health care services." 
The CARES plan was reviewed by an independent commission, which re-
ceived more than 212,000 comments and held 81 site visits to VA and Depart-
ment of Defense medical facilities, and State Veterans Homes, 38 public hear-
ings and 10 formal meetings.  The commission submitted its recommendations 
to Secretary Principi in mid-February. 

INTERESTING FACTS IN JUNE 
June 3, 1942— The Battle of Midway began 
June 6, 1944– Allied Invasion of Europe 
June 22, 1944-G.I Bill signed into law 
June 22, 1942– Pledge of Allegiance recognize by Congress 
June 25,  1950– Korean War began 
June 29, 1950– First U.S. ground forces arrived in Korea 
 


