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Precinct 1 Task Force Report 

November 10, 2010 
 

 
 

Project Specifics: 
 

 FM 2181    
 Lake Lewisville Bridge & FM 720 
 FM 2499 Section 4  
 FM 2499 Section 5  
 FM 720 (north/south)    
 FM 423 Frisco 
 US 377 Pilot Point    
 FM 455      
 Parkridge Drive   
 Lakeview Drive 
 Cowling Road    
 IH 35E Ultimate Improvements  
 Little Elm CIP     
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FM 2181 
C-S-J:  2054-02-015 2054-02-015 2054-02-016 
Limits  (From): Lillian Miller Lillian Miller Hickory Creek 

(To): IH 35E Hickory Creek IH 35E 
Jurisdiction Denton, Corinth Denton Corinth 
Project Description: Widen from 2-lanes to 6-lane divided roadway 
Firm: Huitt-Zollars Huitt-Zollars Huitt-Zollars 
Key Contact: Phil Hanley, Jeremy Doneghue 

SCHEDULE 
(approximate dates, subject to change without notice) 

Submit EA to TxDOT AO for initial review June 2002 

Submit Schematic to Denton AO for review December 2002 

Notice to Proceed on PSE January 2003 

Schematic modification continues January 2003 through fall of 2003 

Schematic Approved December 15, 2005 

Clearance for Pubic Hearing August 2006 

Plans Adequate August 2006 

Public Hearing November 2006 

FONSI January 28, 2008 

100% Plans Submission June 2011 

ROW Acquisition Begins E/W Section- N/S Section November 2009 * 

Utility Relocation  * * 

DCIS Let Date E/W Section – N/S Section January 2012 * 
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FM 2181 
Current Activities 

 
• ROW:  TxDOT has retained three firms to acquire the E/W portion of FM 2181.  They 

are: American Acquisition Group (AAG) for parcels 1-51, 122 (29A &29B will be 
acquired by TXDOT).  Associated Right of Way Services (ARWS) for parcels 52-100, 
and Property Acquisition Services (PAS) for parcels 101-148.  ROW Acquisition is 
progressing well on the East-West Section of the Project.  ROW acquisition is now 
underway for the North-South Section of the Project.  ROW status reports will be 
provided to stakeholders electronically. 

• PS&E:  The project has been divided into two construction packages.  The North/South 
Segment will consist of the construction from Lillian Miller to the City of 
Denton/Corinth City limits.  The East/West Segment will extend from the City of 
Denton/Corinth city limits to IH-35E.  East/West FM 2181 will let first, and North/South 
FM 2181 will lag slightly behind East/West FM 2181.  Revised construction cost 
estimates have been submitted, and bridge class culverts and retaining wall layouts are 
being submitted to TxDOT for review. 

• Utilities: District has cleared plans to be distributed to the cities along the corridor and to 
affected utility providers for utility relocation coordination. TxDOT has retained utility 
coordination services for the East/West Segment of FM 2181. 

• See attached report from Huitt-Zollars. 
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PROGRESS REPORT 
FM 2181 

DENTON COUNTY 
November 2010 

 
 
ROUTE STUDIES 

Revised Schematic was approved by TxDOT on July 27, 2006. 
 

Outstanding Issues: None 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 

The FONSI was issued on January 28, 2008 and delivered to the TxDOT Denton area office 
the week of February 10, 2008. 

 
Outstanding Issues: None 

 
RIGHT OF WAY MAPPING 

Outstanding Issues: Right of Way Appraisal Process. 
ROW Acquisition is progressing well on the East-West Section of the Project and is now underway for the 
North-South Section of the Project. 

 
FIELD SURVEYING AND PHOTOGRAMMETRY 

Outstanding Issues: None 
 
ROADWAY, DRAINAGE, SIGNING, MARKING, SIGNAL, AND TRAFFIC CONTROL 
DESIGN 

Huitt Zollars met with TxDOT and City of Denton to review ROW takes. 
 
Huitt Zollars is preparing plans for a safety review meeting on the traffic control plans. 
 
Huitt-Zollars is submitting retaining wall layouts and bridge class culverts for TxDOT review. 
 
Ongoing coordination meetings are being held with TxDOT, Lake Cities Municipal Utility Authority, Halff 
Associates, City of Denton, and ITS to expedite the resolution of any PS&E challenges, 
 
Huitt Zollars will incorporate the connection at FM2499 into the FM2181 plans and will survey and tie to 
the ongoing construction south of FM2181 
 
Huitt-Zollars has provided Halff Associates with FM 2181 survey control data to be distributed to the utility 
surveyors. 
 
 
Outstanding Issues:  Huitt Zollars is updating the plans sets to reflect the split at the City of 

Denton/City of Corinth city lines. 
 Huitt Zollars is preparing plans for a Traffic Control Safety meeting. 
 Geotechnical requirements for retaining wall design. 
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Current Activities 
 
o FM 720 received environmental re-evaluation clearance on June 14, 2010.  This section of 

FM 720 is cleared for a July 2010 letting. 
o The Eldorado Speed Study is complete, and distribution has been made to Little Elm, Lake 

Dallas, Denton County, and NTTA. 
o See attached status report for project utility relocation. 

 

Lake Lewisville Bridge & FM 720 
C-S-J:  N/A N/A 
Limits  (From): IH 35E Garza Lane 

(To): Garza Lane FM 423 
Est. Const. Cost:  $5,600,000 
Project Description: Construct a 4-lane divided urban roadway 

from IH 35E to FM 423, which will 
ultimately connect to the Dallas North 
Tollway.  Part of the roadway will be 4-
lane undivided due to restricted ROW. 

Originally the BSRP anticipated these 
funds to re-align FM 720 over the Old 
Garza Little Elm Bridge (currently 
washed out) and along King Road to 
tie into FM 423 at the Four-Corners. 
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TxDOT FM 720 / Eldorado Parkway Improvements (Sec. 4 – 6) 
Project Utility Relocation Status report as of 11/08/2010  

 

Utility Companies: 
• AT&T Communications  (No Updates) AT&T has been contacted to provide current 

update with regards to relocation activity. Based on previous conversation with John 
Hollingsworth of AT&T conduit installation has begun east of the Lake Lewisville Bridge. 

• Atmos Energy (Distribution Updated 11/8/10) – Atmos anticipates completion on the 
relocation activity for the Distribution facilities to be complete by November 19, 2010.  

• Atmos Energy (Transmission Updated 11/8/10) – Based on conversation with Rick 
Bailey easements have all been obtained and bids for this work will be advertised and 
selection made by November 30, 2010. All work shall be completed by January 1, 2011. 

• CoServ Electric (Updated 11/8/10) Relocation of CoServ facilities currently ongoing. 
Relocation activity on schedule to be completed by December 31, 2010.  

• CoServ Gas – Per Paul Kennedy, all Co-Serv Gas relocations are complete.  
• Grande Communications (Updated 11/8/10) – According to Michael Bowden of 

Grande Communications they are still waiting on COE approval. In areas where CoServ 
has began installing poles, Grande is prepared to begin stringing new wire once enough 
poles have been set. 

• Oncor Electric Distribution – This adjustment was completed in July 2009. 

• Suddenlink Communications (Updated 11/8/10)–Suddenlink has completed their 
relocation design and will complete their relocation prior to December 31, 2010. 
Suddenlink facilities shall be placed on CoServ poles and completion of their work 
contingent on completion of CoServ relocations.  

 

• Town of Little Elm – (Updated 11/8/10) According to Jason Laumer one project is 
completed and there are a few bores and two lift stations to complete. The town also has 
an additional bore at Lobo Lane but none of their work will be in conflict with TxDOT’s 
Project activity. 
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Schedule - EA  
Receive Federal Clearance for Public Involvement April 2003 

First EA Public Hearing July 31, 2003 

Second EA Public Hearing October 4, 2003 

FONSI (Finding Of No Significant Impact) June 2005 

Schedule – PS&E   

30% Plans submitted July 2001 

65% Plans submitted Sept 2001 

95% Plans  July 2006 

Plans 100% complete Nov 2006 

Anticipated Let Date/ DCIS Let Date November 2007 

Anticipated Construction begins October 2008 

Anticipated Construction complete April 2011 
 

FM 2499 Section 4  
C-S-J:  2681-01-009 
Limits  (From): FM 407 

(To): FM 2181 
Length: 4.7 miles 
Est. Const. Cost: $45 million 
Description of Project: Construct to 4-lane divided urban roadway. 
Firm: TxDOT 
Key Contact: Mark Ross 
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FM 2499 Section 4 
 
Current Activities 
 

• Ed Bell was granted “right of entry” to the additional construction easement pending 
payment by the County to the Corps of Engineers for tree mitigation.  This should assist 
the contractor to expedite the timing of the construction.  

• Denton County is working with the communities along FM 2499-4 on a Ribbon Cutting 
Ceremony.  The ribbon cutting is being scheduled for October 30, 2010.  

• Denton County met with TxDOT Dallas on August 24, 2010 to coordinate the installation 
of a signal at FM 2499 and FM 2181.  A signal warrant using new traffic will be 
completed within two weeks.  Upon warranting, TxDOT will initiate the construction of 
the signal using an “on call” contract. 

• TxDOT has authorized the signal and will be maintaining it.  The signal has been 
installed and was fully functional on November 4, 2010. 

• See attached TxDOT monthly project report. 
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TxDOT Monthly Project Report for Precinct 1 Task Force 
Date of report:   November 4, 2010 
Report prepared by:   Mark Ross 

 
Project:     NH2008(040)  
Control:    2681-01-009   
Highway:  FM 2499 
Limits:       From:  FM 407 
       To:  FM 2181 
 
Contractor:  Ed Bell Construction Company 
TxDOT Project Manager:    Mark Ross                      Phone: (214) 336-0326 
 
Date Work Began:                 6-16-2008   
Anticipated Completion Date:    4-18-2011 
 
Current Activities:     Painting sound wall on north end of project. General cleanup of project. Completing 
equestrian parking area fencing. Off-system temporary traffic signal at FM 2499 and FM 2181 was connected to 
power on November 4. 
 
Narrative Description of last month’s activities: FM 2499 was opened to traffic on October 30. Completed TxDot 
portion of Northwood construction. 
 
Narrative Description of activities planned for next month:     
Punch list items. Construct permanent traffic signal at FM 2499 and Highland Shores. Construct modified walls 
requested by the City of Highland Village. Complete painting sound walls. 
  
Traffic issues:     FM 2499 is open to traffic. Periodic lane closures will remain to complete construction.  
 
Plans for changes in traffic patterns: N/A 
 
Item(s) of work currently controlling project completion:  Sound wall painting 
 
Other items of significance:   N/A 
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SCHEDULE 
(approximate dates, subject to change without notice) 

EA complete for TxDOT Review March 2004 
EA and Schematic Submitted to TxDOT 
Austin/FHWA June 2004 

Anticipate Clearance for Public Involvement October 16, 2007 

Public Hearing January 17, 2008 

FONSI (Finding of No Significant Impact) November 3, 2010 

100% PS&E January 2011 

ROW complete * 

Utilities Relocated * 

Anticipated Let Date/DCIS Let Date * * 

Construction Complete * * 
 

FM 2499 Section 5 
C-S-J:  2681-01-012 
Limits  (From): FM 2181 

(To): IH 35E 
Length: 2.974 miles 
Est. Const. Cost: $23.3 million 
Description: Construct 6-lane divided 
Firm: Halff Associates 
Key Contact: Mike Romanowski 
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FM 2499 Section 5 
  
Current Activity 
 

• ENV: Revised State FONSI submitted to ENV on July 9, 2010.  This project will require 
non-regulatory mitigation and ongoing coordination.  After approval of the EA, Halff 
will publish a Notice of Availability (NOA).  The project will require non-regulatory 
mitigation and ongoing coordination.  TxDOT issued a Finding of No Significant Impact 
(FONSI) on November 3, 2010.  [See attached FONSI.] 

• PS&E: Denton County executed on August 10, 2010, a supplemental contract with Halff 
Associates to complete final designs for FM 2499-5.  The 100% PS&E is to be submitted 
in January 2011 for review. 

• Halff Associates is working with Dallas District reviewer on TCP comments.  Working 
with Geotechnical Engineer to commence drilling work.  Many borings are accessible 
from publicly donated ROW, but some will require landowner permission.  Halff will 
attempt to secure all permissions as needed.  Upon completion of the borings, structural 
detailing of walls will begin.  Approximately one third of the retaining wall borings are 
finished, and Halff is currently working on retaining wall design. 

• Halff Associates is also in the process of addressing TCP comments by Dallas District 
reviewer, Paul Spraggins, along with other items needed to complete the 30/60/90 review 
checklists.   
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Current Activities 
 

• See attached TxDOT status report. 

FM 720 North/South 
C-S-J:  1567-01-025 
Limits  (From): US 380  

(To): Garza Lane 
Length:  
Est. Const. Cost: $33,000,000 

Description: Widen 2-lane rural roadway to 6-lane divided urban  

Firm: TxDOT 

Key Contact: Mike Hainline 

SCHEDULE 
(approximate dates, subject to change without notice) 

Complete Draft Categorical Exclusion March 2006 

Schematic Approved October  2007 

Clearance for Public Involvement September 2009 

Public Hearing November 2009 

FONSI April 2011 

ROW Acquisition Begins * 

Utility Relocation Completed * 

Anticipated Let Date April 2013 
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Current Activity 
 
North & Middle Sections: 

• ITS met with Jacobs Engineering regarding issues on FM 423.  Design is on track for 
100% submission by the end of the year.  ROW acquisition and utility relocation are the 
critical issues.  A meeting with TxDOT Dallas was held on September 13, 2010, at 9:30 
a.m. in Arlington to discuss ways to expedite the let date for this project. 

• ITS is currently negotiating design changes for the pavement on the north project.  
Comments on the scope and fee were sent to Jacobs/Dannenbaum on November 12, 
2010.  ITS met with Danny Everett, Debbie Neubert, Gary Bailey, Jason Laumer, and Liz 
Metting and resolved a few issues.  Currently awaiting revised scope and fees.  Savings 
estimated to be $2.7 million after design cost. 

• Pavement Design Change on the middle project will be changed by TxDOT Denton as it 
was determined that there was only 4 inches of subgrade savings using the new TxDOT 
criteria.  There may be no savings in dollars, but there will be significant savings in time 
and disruption. 

• The FM 423 North and South coordination meeting was held at Little Elm on November 
3, 2010. 

• The FM 423 Utility Coordination meeting was held at the Denton Area Office on 
November 4, 2010. 

• TxDOT is hiring appraisers for the north project but has not contracted with an 
acquisition agent.  

• See attached November 2010 Progress Report. 
• See attached November 2010 TxDOT Project Report. 

 

FM 423 
C-S-J:   
Limits  (From): Stewart Creek Road 

(To): US 380 
Length: 6.91 
Est. Const. Cost: To be determined 

Description: Construct 4 to 6-lane divided urban roadway 
Firm: Jacobs Engineering 
Key Contact: Debbie Neubert, Olivia Tanyadji 
TxDOT Contact: Noe Rodriguez 
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 Project Update 
FM 423 North Improvements 

November 1, 2010 
 

I.  Efforts this month: 
º Construction is underway for the middle section project.  TxDOT will  schedule 

monthly construction meeting and invite the cities. 
º Combined Task Force Meeting for the North and South sections was held on 

October 7, 2010. 
º Utility Coordination Meeting is scheduled for November 4, 2010 at TxDOT Denton 

Area Office. 
º Town of Little Elm change order requests are being processed by TxDOT and the 

Contractor. 
º The revised sheets of the north section will be submitted on October 29, 2010 for 

TxDOT’s review and approval. 
º TxDOT is considering revising the pavement section on both the North and Middle 

sections to reduce construction costs. 
 
II.  Outstanding Issues: 

º Identification of TxDOT's ROW Acquisition Consultant pending. 
º Scheduling monthly construction meeting for middle section. 
º Addition of left turn lane at SB FM 423 to QT driveway on the east side. 
º Final decision on pavement section revisions. 
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TxDOT Monthly Project Report for Precinct 1 Task Force 
Date of report:  November 2, 2010  
Report prepared by:   Noe Rodriguez 
 
Project:      C 1567-2-27  
Control:     1567-02-027   
Highway:   FM 423 
Limits:   From:  0.6 miles south of FM 2934 (Eldorado Parkway) 
  To:      Stewarts Creek Road 
 
Contractor: Austin Bridge & Road, LP 
 
TxDOT Project manager:       Noe Rodriguez                      Phone: (214) 923-2242 
Contractor’s Superintendent:  Steve Gould                          Phone: (214) 596-7300  
 
Date Work Began:  Time suspended   
Anticipated Completion Date:  November 2012 
 
 
Current Activities: Utility relocation, culvert widening, placing lateral lines (east & west side), installing 
temporary signals, place inlets (west side), detours 
 
Narrative Description of last month’s activities:  Utility relocation, place RCP/ Box and temporary 
signals  
 
Narrative Description of activities planned for next month:  Utility relocation (AT&T), place detours, 
place RCP & inlets, strip top soil, place embankment, place bridge drill shafts. 
 
Traffic issues:  None 
 
Plans for changes in traffic patterns:  None 
 
Item(s) of work currently controlling project completion:  Utility relocation (AT&T), temporary 
signal installation. 
 
Other items of significance:  Added turn lanes by developers 
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US 377 Pilot Point  
C-S-J:  0081-06-029 
Limits  (From): FM 455 

(To): Denton/Grayson County Line 
Length: 3.5 miles 
Est. Const. Cost: $12 million 
Description of Project: Reconstruction of roadway to include a continuous left turn lane 
Firm: Bridgefarmer 
Key Firm Contact: Firoze Shams 
TxDOT Contact: Bruce Nolley 

Schedule - EA  
Begin Advanced Planning June 2010 

Complete Draft Environmental Document * 

Schematic Approved * 

Clearance for Public Involvement (if needed) * 

Public Hearing (if needed) July 27, 2010 

FONSI  * 

ROW Acquisition Begins * 

Utility Relocation Completed * 

Anticipated Let Date in DCIS * 



Page 29  

 
Current Activity: 
 

• ENV:  Denton County has retained the services of Bridgefarmer and Associates to 
provide the advanced planning and design for this portion of US 377. 

• The kick-off meeting was held on July 9, 2010.   
• Schematic:  Work has begun as a part of the environmental clearance in June 2010. 
• ROW:  Will begin once the project has been environmentally cleared. 
• PS&E:  Will begin once the schematic is sufficiently developed. 
• Bridgefarmer has provided the latest schematic to the City for their use. 
• See Status Report from Bridgefarmer. 
• A US 377 technical meeting has been scheduled for the third Monday of the month, 

quarterly.  These meetings began on October 18, 2010, at 1:30 p.m. at the Pilot Point City 
Hall.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

US 377 Pilot Point  
C-S-J:  0081-06-029 
Limits  (From): FM 455 

(To): Denton/Grayson County Line 
Length: 3.5 miles 
Est. Const. Cost: $12 million 
Description of Project: Reconstruction of roadway to include a continuous left-turn lane 



Page 30  

 
 



Page 31  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Schedule - EA  
Begin Advanced Planning June 2010 

Complete Draft Environmental Document * 

Schematic Approved * 

Clearance for Public Involvement (if needed) * 

Public Hearing (if needed) * 

FONSI  * 

ROW Acquisition Begins * 

Utility Relocation Completed * 

Anticipated Let Date in DCIS * 

FM 455  
C-S-J:  0816-02-TBD 
Limits  (From): FM 2450 

(To): Marion Road 
Length: 5.3 miles 
Est. Const. Cost: $40 million 
Description of Project: Widen two-lane rural roadway to a four-lane urban roadway with turn lanes at 

IH-35 
Firm: Dannenbaum 
Key Contact: Greg Vowels 
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Current Activity: 
 

 ENV:  A “kick off” meeting was held on June 17, 2010.   
 Schematic:  Will begin as a part of the environmental clearance in July 2010.  
 ROW:  Will begin once the project has been environmentally cleared. 
 PS&E:  Will begin once the schematic is sufficiently developed. 
 A supplemental agreement with Denton County was executed, and Dannenbaum received 

Notice-to-Proceed on July 28, 2010. 
 Dannenbaum has completed Right-of-Entry forms for the adjacent property owners of 

FM 455.  The firm went door-to-door to obtain the Right-of-Entry for the property 
owners that Dannenbaum needs to access in order to place panel points (vinyl "X") on the 
ground for mapping the aerial photography. 

 The FM 455 Corridor was flown on August 26, 2010.  The flight has been processed and 
delivered to the design team on September 30, 2010.  Supplemental topography will need 
to be added in the areas that are obscured by trees (mainly in the drainage channels).  
Dannenbaum is currently making adjustments to potential ROW lines and finalizing field 
work with tie-in for additional field work.  Dannenbaum is also preparing ROW exhibits 
for meeting with local officials.  Dannenbaum is finalizing the 3D topography file. 

 A meeting with City and County officials will be set to discuss potential right-of-way 
impacts.  Dannenbaum is awaiting aerial photography and update to preliminary ROW 
lines to schedule the meeting.  Since Dannenbaum has received the survey information 
and is progressing with preliminary ROW lines, they plan to conduct the meeting within 
the next month as schedules permit.
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Parkridge Drive 
Limits  (From): FM 2181 

(To): Warwick Drive 
Length: 0.7 miles 
Est. Const. Cost: $1.5 million 
Description of Project: Reconstruction and widening of existing substandard facility into 3-lane 

concrete roadway 
Firm: City of Corinth 
Key Contact: Justin Brown 

Schedule 
ROW acquisition August 2010 

Design Complete August 2010 

Award Construction Contract October 2010 

Anticipated Construction Let Date November 2010 

Completion of project March 2011 
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Current Activity 
 

• The City has acquired all of the seven right-of-way parcels that are needed for 
construction.   

• A public meeting was held at the Corinth City Hall on August 9 to solicit comments 
about the roadway design.  Comments were incorporated into the plans, and the 
construction plans were completed the week of August 23. 

• The construction project advertised on August 26 and September 2, and bids were 
received on September 16.  The bid award was presented to the Corinth City Council on 
October 7, 2010, and the construction contract was awarded to Conatser Construction. 

• Construction began on November 1, 2010, with the clearing of vegetation from the street 
right-of-way.  Oncor has staked the location for their new power poles and plans to begin 
power line relocations the week of November 8, 2010. 

• The contractor anticipates that the project can be constructed in four months.



Page 35  

 

 
Current Activity 
 

 Denton County Civil Attorney submitted an ICA to Lake Dallas on July 1, 2010 for consideration and 
execution. 

 Lake Dallas’ City Engineer, Tom Hoover and Associates, has completed the engineering drawings. 
 The surveyor is preparing ROW plats and sidewalk easement plats for use in acquiring the small 

amount of ROW that is needed to construct the road. 
 A pre-construction meeting with the utility companies was held on August 24, 2010, in an effort to 

obtain the companies’ requirements and schedules. 
 Utility companies have not yet submitted plans for relocation of utility lines. 
 The City Manager started the ROW acquisition process the first week of September and has received 

about 20% of the property information.  The surveyor is still compiling ROW documents, and 
acquisition will begin upon completion of these documents. 

 Two public meetings have been held, the first on October 14, 2010, with engineers presenting the plan 
for improvements and then an open discussion.  On October 28, 2010, a "public discussion" item was 
on the agenda for the City Council Meeting so that citizens could express their opinions to the 
Council.  Some concern regarding environmental mitigation was raised, and the City has promised to 
address these concerns. 

Lakeview Drive 
Limits  (From): Howard Lane  

(To): Main Street 
Length: .8 miles 
Est. Const. Cost: $2 million 
Description of Project: Widen existing 2-lane roadway to 2-lane urban roadway 
Firm: Lake Dallas 
Key Contact: Earl Berner 

Schedule 
Executed ICA August 3, 2010 

* * 

* * 

* * 



Page 36  

 

 
 
 
 
Current Activity 
 

 The construction contract was awarded to Calvert Paving at the July 19, 2010, City 
Council meeting. 

 The City executed the contract with Calvert Paving on August 5, 2010. 
 A pre-construction meeting was held on August 5, 2010. 
 Sanger provided Calvert Paving with a Notice-to-Proceed letter on August 6, 2010. 
 Calvert Paving began work on the project and have completed the milling and regarding 

of the roadway.  Calvert Paving has begun the installation of the wastewater line.  Calvert 
has completed the stabilization of approximately two thirds of the roadway.  Upon 
completion of the installation of the wastewater line, Calvert Paving will finish the 
stabilization of the roadbed and begin placement of the asphalt. 

Cowling Road 
Limits  (From): Deer Run Drive 

(To): Clear Creek Bridge 
Length: 0.6 miles 
Est. Const. Cost: $271,6880 
Description of Project: Construction of asphalt roadway along with associated storm water 

improvements and sanitary sewer improvements 
Firm: Sanger 
Key Contact: Robert Woods 
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IH 35E Ultimate Status Report 
 

• Judge Horn sent a letter to Congressman Burgess requesting assistance with FHWA issues. 
• A conference call on June 14, 2010 was set up by Congressman Burgess that included his office, 

FHWA in Washington, D.C., FHWA in Austin, TxDOT Headquarters, TxDOT Dallas, 
NCTCOG, and Denton County.   

• The Delivery Team met on July 15, 2010 at COG to discuss status of Environmental and 
Legislative strategies.  

• On July 21, 2010, the IH 35E Stakeholders Sub-Committee of the DRMC met to discuss status 
of project funding and legislative strategies.   

• TxDOT Dallas, TxDOT Austin, FHWA, Corps of Engineers, HNTB, and Denton County met 
on September 16, 2010, to discuss the Environmental Assessment.  The Corps of Engineers 
agreed to transmit the information to TxDOT by September 30, 2010.  FHWA committed to 
provide TxDOT with the SFP (Satisfactory for Further Processing) for the Public Hearing by 
October 15, 2010. 

• On September 27, 2010, Denton County met with Congressman Burgess, Commissioner 
Meadows, Senator Tommy Williams, Senator Chris Harris, Representative Myra Crownover, 
staff from Senator Nelson's office and Representative Solomon's office regarding the 
Environmental Assessment, schedules, the FM 407/35 Interchange, and legislative initiatives.  
Senator Williams indicated support for a local option Public-Private Partnership on I-35 and 
committed to work with our delegation to get that passed. 

• The second I-35E stakeholders meeting was held on November 2, 2010, at 1:30 p.m. to discuss 
the draft I-35E resolutions, the draft I-35E legislation, the I-35E legislative strategy, and the 
possibility of beginning a public involvement or public outreach program. 

• FHWA cleared the Middle Section of I-35E for a public hearing on October 14, 2010.  [See 
attached Reference Item 1.]  The public hearing will be on November 18, 2010, at Lewisville 
High School with an open house at 6:00 p.m. and the public hearing at 7:00 p.m. [See attached 
Reference Item 2.] 

 
Current Schedule: 
 

• October 28, 2009:  Received Federal Highway Administration’s satisfactory for further 
processing (SFP) on the schematic for all three segments of IH 35E   

 
Middle Section: 

• June 25, 2010 – TxDOT to submit employment opportunities impact assessment technical 
report to FHWA. 

• October 2010 -  Received Federal Highway Administration’s satisfactory for further processing 
on the Environmental Assessment. 

• November 2010 – Conduct Public Hearing  
• February 2011 – Anticipating Environmental Clearance from FHWA. 
• Summer 2011 – Right of Way (ROW) Acquisition (To Begin after FONSI is obtained). 
• 2011 / 2012 – Early Project Construction may begin. 

 
North/South Sections: 

• The North and South sections action dates are to follow approximately one month behind the 
Middle Section. 
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REFERENCE ITEM 1 
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 REFERENCE ITEM 2 
 

NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY AND PUBLIC HEARING  
DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT FOR  

INTERSTATE HIGHWAY (IH) 35E: FROM PRESIDENT GEORGE BUSH TURNPIKE TO FM 2181 
   
 
The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) and the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) in cooperation with 
the U.S Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), has prepared a Draft Environmental Assessment (EA) for the IH 35E 
expansion, and will hold a Public Hearing to discuss the proposed IH 35E mainlane improvements and construction of 
High Occupancy Vehicle (HOV)/Managed lanes with concurrent flow from President George Bush Turnpike (PGBT) in 
Dallas County to Farm-to-Market (FM) 2181 (Swisher Road) in Denton County, Texas.  The term concurrent indicates 
that travel along the HOV/Managed lane would be in the same direction as the main lanes of the facility.  The proposed 
project passes through the City of Carrolton in Dallas County, and the Cities of Lewisville, Highland Village, Lake Dallas, 
Corinth, and the Town of Hickory Creek in Denton County. The Public Hearing will be held on:  

 
Thursday, November 18, 2010 

6:00 pm – Open House 
7:00 pm – Public Hearing 

Lewisville High School 
1098 West Main Street, Lewisville, TX 75067 

 
IH 35E is an essential element of the local and regional transportation system.  Within the project area, IH 35E functions 
as an interstate and also serves as a major arterial serving local trips and as an important regional commuter route 
connecting the Cities of Carrollton, Lewisville, Highland Village, Lake Dallas, Corinth and the Town of Hickory Creek, as 
well as neighboring developing communities. The purpose of the proposed project is to address the transportation needs by 
increasing capacity, managing traffic congestion, improving mobility, and improving roadway deficiencies within the 
DFW metropolitan area.  The project would also serve to enhance the regional and national transportation system.  
 
The purpose of the Public Hearing is to discuss the social, economic, and environmental effects of the proposed roadway 
improvements along the entire 12-mile length of the proposed project. The project would require additional right-of-way 
(ROW).  The existing IH 35E facility, from PGBT to FM 2181, consists of six 12-foot (ft) wide mainlanes (three in each 
direction) with two-lane frontage roads. The frontage roads consist of two 12-ft wide lanes and are mostly continuous 
along the corridor with the exception of Lake Lewisville Bridge, where there are no frontage roads. The mainlines are 
divided by a concrete traffic barrier (CTB) throughout the project limits  
 
The proposed improvements would consist of eight 12-ft wide lanes (four in each direction) with 10-ft wide inside and 
outside shoulders and two to four collector distributor lanes (each direction) from south of PGBT to north of SH 121. 
Frontage roads would mostly consist of one, two, or three 11-foot wide inside lanes and a 16-foot wide outside shared use 
bicycle/vehicle lane including 2-foot curb offset in each direction for a maximum width of 49 feet. The frontage roads 
would be continuous throughout the length of the project. Four 12-ft wide concurrent flow HOV/Managed lanes with 
maximum 10-ft wide shoulders (to the outside) would be added from PGBT to FM 2181. Continuous pedestrian sidewalks 
are proposed along each side of the entire project.  The term “HOV/Managed lanes” encompasses all types of lane 
management strategies, including occupancy and price based lane or facility management (i.e. HOV lanes pricing by 
occupancy, time of day, congestion level, etc). The northbound and southbound HOV/Managed lanes would be separated 
by a 10-ft wide median including a CTB. These concurrent HOV/Managed lanes would be tolled.  
 
The existing ROW width for this stretch of IH 35E varies from approximately 256 to 300 ft.  The proposed project would 
be constructed within a proposed ROW width that varies from approximately 380 to 556 ft.  
 
The proposed IH 35E improvements would require approximately 179 acres of proposed ROW and approximately 54 
acres of proposed easement (of the total proposed easement acreage, the proposed project would require approximately 
20.7 acres of USACE property at Lewisville Lake). The proposed reconstruction of IH 35E would result in approximately 
180 displacements.   Consistent with U.S. Department of Transportation policy, as mandated by the Uniform Relocation 
Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970 and the Uniform Relocation Act Amendments of 1987, 
TxDOT provides relocation resources to all displaced persons without discrimination. All property owners from whom 
property is needed are entitled to receive just compensation for their land and property. Just compensation is based upon 
the fair market value of the property. In order to assist those who are required to move from a home or business, TxDOT 
also provides, through its relocation assistance program, payments and services to aid in movement to a new location. 
Information concerning relocation services and benefits available to affected residential and commercial property owners 
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and information about the tentative schedules for ROW acquisition and construction will be available at the Public Hearing 
and can also be obtained from the TxDOT Dallas District Office. TxDOT commits to utilizing Workforce Solutions to 
help minimize or mitigate for adverse impacts to individual employees as a result of the proposed project’s implementation 
The Workforce Development Manager and appropriate staff will attend the Open House/Public Hearing for the proposed 
IH 35E project to answer questions or present services information on behalf of Workforce Solutions. 
 
The project is located within the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) designated 100-year floodplain at the 
Elm Fork Trinity River, Timber Creek, Prairie Creek, a tributary of Prairie Creek, Lewisville Lake, and a tributary of 
Lewisville Lake. The hydraulic design for this project would be in accordance with current Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA) and TxDOT design policies. The facility would permit the conveyance of the 100-year flood, 
without causing significant damage to the facility, stream, or other property. The proposed project would not increase the 
base flood elevation to a level that would violate applicable floodplain regulations and ordinances.  Eight wetlands, 
totaling approximately 11 acres, and 19 water features, totaling approximately 67 acres, are located within the proposed 
ROW and are considered potentially jurisdictional.  The proposed project would result in the placement of temporary or 
permanent dredge or fill material into these jurisdictional features and would require a Section 404 USACE permit 
 
As part of this project, the FHWA is considering Programmatic Section 4(f) Net Benefit determinations for impacts to 
Highland Lakes Park in the City of Lewisville, and USACE Property, including Copperas Branch Park, around Lewisville 
Lake.  A total of 20.7 acres of impact would occur on USACE Section 4(f) property and a total of 0.5 acre of impact 
would occur on Highland Lakes Park Section 4(f) property.  A Section 4(f) Net Benefit finding means that this project 
would have an impact on the resource, but the FHWA, in consultation with TxDOT and the officials with jurisdiction over 
the resource, has made a preliminary determination that the use of the Section 4(f) property would result in a net benefit to 
the Section 4(f) property. The FHWA will consider comments received during this Public Hearing before making final 
Section 4(f) Net Benefit determinations.  
 
The schematic layout showing the location and design of the proposed project, the EA and corresponding Draft 
Programmatic Section 4(f) Net Benefit Evaluations, and other information related to the project would be available for 
viewing at the Public Hearing and are currently on file and available for public inspection at the City of Lewisville City 
Hall, 151 W. Church Street, Lewisville, Texas 75057; City of Corinth City Hall, 3300 Corinth Parkway, Corinth, Texas 
76208; Town of Hickory Creek City Hall, 1075 Ronald Reagan Avenue, Hickory Creek, Texas 75065; City of Lake Dallas 
City Hall, 212 Main Street, Lake Dallas, Texas 75065; City of Carrollton City Hall, 1945 E. Jackson Road, Carrollton, 
Texas 75006; Highland Village Municipal Complex, 1000 Highland Village Road, Highland Village, Texas 75077; 
TxDOT Denton County Area Office, 2624 West Prairie, Denton, Texas 76201; and TxDOT Dallas District Office, 4777 
East Highway 80, Mesquite, Texas 75150.   The tentative construction schedule can be obtained at the TxDOT Dallas 
District Office in Mesquite, Texas. 
 
All interested persons are invited to attend this Public Hearing. Persons interested in attending the Public Hearing who 
have special communication or accommodation needs are encouraged to contact the TxDOT Dallas District public 
information officer at (214) 320-6100 at least two (2) work days prior to the Public Hearing. Because the Public Hearing 
will be conducted in English, requests for language interpreters or other special communication needs should also be made 
at least two work days prior to the Public Hearing. TxDOT will make every reasonable effort to accommodate these needs. 
 
Verbal and written comments relative to the proposed project may be presented at the Public Hearing.  Written comments 
can also be submitted to the following address:  
 

Robert Hall, P.W.S., CFM 
TxDOT Dallas District Environmental Coordinator 

P.O. Box 133067  
    Dallas, Texas  75313-3067 
 

Verbal or written comments may be presented for a period of 10 days after the Public Hearing and must be postmarked by 
November 29, 2010 to be included as part of the official public record.  The EA and schematic are available for viewing 
and comment throughout the public notice period and comment period.  For additional information please contact Robert 
Hall, TxDOT Dallas District, via phone 214-320-6157, fax 214-320-4470, or e-mail: Robert.Hall@txdot.gov 
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